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The Greeting  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia 
 

Informal words of welcome are said. 
 

Opening Hymn 
 

How shall I sing that Majesty. 
Which angels do admire? 
Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
Sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 
Thousands of thousands stand around 
Thy throne, O God most high; 
Ten thousand times ten thousand sound 
Thy praise; but who am I? 

Thy brightness unto them appears, 
While I Thy footsteps trace; 
A sound of God comes to my ears, 
But they behold Thy face. 
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, 
With all my fire and light; 
Yet when Thou dost accept their gold, 
Lord, treasure up my mite. 

Enlighten with faith's light my heart, 
Inflame it with love's fire; 
Then shall I sing and take my part 
With that celestial choir. 
They sing because Thou art their Sun; 
Lord, send a beam on me; 
For where heaven is but once begun 
There alleluias be.  
 

How great a being, Lord, is Thine, 
Which doth all beings keep! 
Thy knowledge is the only line 
To sound so vast a deep. 
Thou art a sea without a shore, 
A sun without a sphere; 
Thy time is now and evermore, 
Thy place is everywhere. 
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Dismissal 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for virtual coffee via Zoom. 
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Spiritual Communion  
 

Loving Lord, we know that your risen presence is with us wherever we 
are. Since we cannot at this moment receive you in the bread and wine 
of the Eucharist, we ask you to open our eyes to your presence, to speak 
your words of peace to our anxious hearts and to help us to know the the 
reality of your presence with us in the week ahead. May we know that 
though we are for a time separated from one another, we can never be 
separated from you.  
Amen 
 

A time of silence follows as we open our hearts to God. 

 
Prayer 

Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: 
grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen 
life; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.   
Amen  
 
A Closing Prayer (in response to the anniversary of V. E. Day and the 
start of Christian Aid Week) 
 

Lord God our Father,  
we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind,  
in the cause of peace,  
for the relief of want and suffering,  
and for the praise of your name.  
Guide us by your Spirit;  
give us wisdom;  
give us courage;  
give us hope;  
and keep us faithful now and always.  
Amen.  
 
Notices  
  
The Blessing 
  

God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest;  
to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth,  
and all people, peace and concord;  
and to us and all his servants, life everlasting;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
come down upon you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
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The Prayers of Penitence 
 

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

Silence is kept  

 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Absolution 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 

Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love for the world and the  
wonder of your risen life: give us compassion and courage to risk  
ourselves for those we serve, to the glory of God the Father.   
Amen 
 
First Reading:   Acts 7. 55 – end  
 

But Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, 
‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God!’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed  
together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, 
‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died. 
 
Psalm 31 (sung by members of St Mary’s choir) 



4 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 2. 2 - 10   
 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you 
may grow into salvation - if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into 
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices ac-
ceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: ‘See,  I 
am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and  
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’ To you then who  
believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, ‘The stone that 
the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner’, and ‘A 
stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.’ They 
stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But 
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own  
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 10 Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy.  
 
Gospel Acclamation  (Celtic Alleluia) 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.   
Fear not said the angel to Mary 
He is not here he is risen 
Go tell the world that Jesus is alive 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 

Gospel Reading:       John 14. 1 – 14 
  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so 
that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the 
place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father  
except through me. 7If you know me, you will know* my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.’  Philip said to him, ‘Lord, 
show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the  
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Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the  
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Fa-
ther and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because 
of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 
these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you 
ask me for anything, I will do it.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 

After the sermon a short period of silent reflection is kept. 
 
Prayers of Intercession  (Mary Abel) 
 

The prayers conclude with 
 

Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,   
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (we sit or kneel) 
 

As our risen Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.    
Amen 
 
Anthem: Ave Verum Corpus A. Mozart  
(sung by members of St Mary’s choir) 
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