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Opening Hymn 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age to same; 
his holy Name--the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and for evermore! 
 

  Words Timothy Dudley Smith © 1962, Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
 

            

The Greeting  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 

Informal words of welcome are said. 
      
The Prayers of Penitence 
 

We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 

Silence is kept  
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour  
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault.   
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past;  
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
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Absolution 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 

God of faithful gift and tumbling thrones, in the friendship of women your  
glory is embodied and a song of liberation born: with Elizabeth and Mary, 
may the promise of life leap within us for joy and cross the deserts which 
divide our hearts, through Jesus Christ, Mary’s child.  
Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading:   Isaiah 61. 10-11        

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me 
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a gar-
land, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth 
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring 
up before all the nations.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

Psalm 45 (recorded by members of St Mary’s choir) 
 
New Testament Reading:  Galatians 4:4-7 
 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you 
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child 
then also an heir, through God.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Reading  Luke 1:46-55  

 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke 
 

Glory to you, O Lord  
 

And Mary said: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; My spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour. For he has looked with favour on his lowly 
servant; from this day all generations will call me blessed. The Almighty 
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has done great things for me, and holy is his name. He has mercy on 
those who fear him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his 
arm; he has scattered the proud in their conceit. He has cast down the 
mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the 
hungry with good things and the rich he has sent away empty. He has 
come to the help of his servant, Israel, for he has remembered his  
promise of mercy. The promise he made to our forebears:  to Abraham 
and his children for ever.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

The prayers conclude with 
 

Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,   
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace  
And builds up our common life. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,  
the glory, the splendour and the majesty;  
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you,  
and of your own do we give you. 
  
The Eucharistic Prayer   Prayer  E with Extended Preface 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the  Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and good, our duty and our salvation, 
almighty Father, ever-living God, 
to proclaim the wonders you have worked in all your saints, 
and on the feast of Mary, ever blessed, 
to echo her praise of your loving kindness. 
For you have truly done great things and holy is your name, 
and your mercy is on those who fear you 
in every generation. 
 

When you looked with favour on your lowly servant 
you remembered your promise of mercy 
and gave the world through her 
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Through him the hosts of heaven adore you 
and rejoice in your presence for ever. 
May our voices join with theirs 
in the triumphant hymn of praise: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit,  
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died  
he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
 



6 

Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
  

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the  cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life  
and cup of salvation,  
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again 
 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with Mary the Mother of our Lord,  
and all the saints  
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours,  
O loving  Father, for ever and ever.  
Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (we sit or kneel) 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.    
Amen 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Agnus Dei (said) 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace.  
 
The Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
During Communion  
 

Anthem    (recorded by the choir)  
 
Prayers after Communion 
 

Almighty God,  your Word proclaims our salvation; your table gives us 
life. Grant us the strength and courage we see in Mary, that we too may 
follow you faithfully. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 

We pray together 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off  
you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love,   
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ's body, live his risen life;  
we who drink his cup, bring life to others;  
we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
so we and all your children shall be free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Notices  
  
The Blessing   

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, 
fill you with his grace 
to trust his promises and obey his will;   
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal          

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  
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