Closing hymn (sung by the choir)

God of freedom, God of justice,
God whose love is strong as death,
God who saw the dark of prison,
God who knew the price of faith:
touch our world of sad oppression
with your Spirit’s healing breath.

Rid the earth of torture’s terror,

God whose hands were nailed to wood;
hear the cries of pain and protest,

God who shed the tears and blood;
move in us the power of pity,

restless for the common good.

Make in us a captive conscience
quick to hear, to act, to plead;
make us truly sisters, brothers,
of whatever race or creed:

teach us to be fully human,
open to each other’s need.

The Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you,

The Lord make his face to shine upon you

and be gracious to you.

The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you
and give you his peace;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Dismissal

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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Welcome
A churchwarden welcomes us
Opening Hymn

Father, Lord of all Creation,

Ground of Being, Life and Love;

Height and depth beyond description
Only life in you can prove:

You are mortal life's dependence:
Thought, speech, sight are ours by grace;
Yours is every hour's existence,
Sovereign Lord of time and space.

Jesus Christ, the Man for Others,
We, your children, make our prayer:
Give us grace to love as brothers
All whose burdens we can share.
Where your name binds us together
You, Lord Christ, will surely be;
Where no selfishness can sever
There your love may all men see.

Holy Spirit, rushing, burning

Wind and flame of Pentecost,

Fire our hearts afresh with yearning

To regain what we have lost.

May your love unite our action,
Nevermore to speak alone:

God, in us abolish faction,

God, through us your love make known.

The Greeting

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you
And also with you

Informal words of welcome are said.



The Prayers of Penitence

We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden,
to ask for his forgiveness and peace.

Silence is kept

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in

all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Collect

Gracious God, you call us to fullness of life: deliver us from unbelief and
banish our anxieties with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 5.1-7

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of
stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watch-tower in the
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people
of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more was there to
do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When | expected it to yield
grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now | will tell you what | will do
to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; | will
break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. | will make it a
waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with
briers and thorns; | will also command the clouds that they rain no rain
upon it. For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and
the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but
saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!
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Agnus Dei (said)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

The Giving of Communion

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and | shall be healed.

During Communion

Anthem (sung by the choir)

Prayers after Communion

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, and
make us continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen

We pray together

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,

that when we were still far off

you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ's body, live his risen life;
we who drink his cup, bring life to others;

we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Notices



Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Father, we plead with confidence

his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross;

we remember his dying and rising in glory,

and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand.
Pour out your Holy Spirit

as we bring before you these gifts of your creation;

may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence,

form us in the likeness of Christ,

and build us into a living temple to your glory.

Bring us at the last with all the saints

to the vision of that eternal splendour for which you have created us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,

by whom, with whom, and in whom,

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,

we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (we sit or kneel)
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80 (sung by members of St Mary’s choir)

New Testament Reading: Philippians 3. 4b - 14

Even though |, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone
else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin,
a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because
of Christ. More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have
suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that
| may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ,
the righteousness from God based on faith. | want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming
like him in his death, if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the
dead. Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the
goal; but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made
me his own. Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it my own; but
this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, | press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly
call of God in Christ Jesus.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Matthew 21. 33 - end
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus said ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built
a watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country.
When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to
collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the
first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to
them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the
son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and
get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard,
and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he
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do to those tenants?’ They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give
him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, ‘Have you
never read in the scriptures: “The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone;* this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in
our eyes”? Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.
The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard
his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They
wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded
him as a prophet.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon ( Mr William Arnold Parish Reader)

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers conclude with

Merciful Father,
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace

We are the body of Christ.

In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace

And builds up our common life.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Taking of the Bread and Wine

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour and the majesty;

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,

and of your own do we give you.

Eucharistic Prayer G

The Lord be with you
And also with you

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation;

to you be glory and praise for ever.

From the beginning you have created all things

and all your works echo the silent music of your praise.

In the fullness of time you made us in your image,

the crown of all creation.

You give us breath and speech,

that with angels and archangels and all the powers of heaven
we may find a voice to sing your praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.

As a mother tenderly gathers her children,

you embraced a people as your own.

When they turned away and rebelled your love remained steadfast.
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary,

to be the living bread, in whom all our hungers are satisfied.

He offered his life for sinners, and with a love stronger than death
he opened wide his arms on the cross.

On the night before he died, he came to supper with his friends
and taking bread, he gave you thanks.

He broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
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