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Welcome 
 

A churchwarden welcomes us 
 

Opening Hymn  
 

God is Love: let heav'n adore him; 
God is Love: let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him, 
and exalt him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth's foundation, 
he who spread the heav'ns above, 
he who breathes through all creation, 
he is Love, eternal Love. 
 

God is Love: and he enfoldeth 
all the world in one embrace; 
with unfailing grasp he holdeth 
every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
under sorrow's iron rod, 
then they find that selfsame aching 
deep within the heart of God. 
 

God is Love: and though with blindness 
sin afflicts the souls of all, 
God's eternal loving-kindness 
holds and guides us when we fall. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
o'er us final triumph gain; 
God is Love, so Love for ever 
o'er the universe must reign. 
 
The Greeting  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 

 
The Prayers of Penitence 
 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart God 
will not despise. Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
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and against our neighbour  
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence,  
through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault.   
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past;  
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.   
Amen. 
 

The Kyries (sung by the choir) 
 

Lord Have Mercy , Lord Have Mercy  
Christ Have Mercy ,Christ Have Mercy  
Lord Have Mercy , Lord Have Mercy  
 
 

Absolution 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 

Almighty God, by the prayer and discipline of Lent may we enter into the 
mystery of Christ’s sufferings, and by following in his way come to share 
in his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15,16 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, 
and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be  
blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will 
make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his face; and God 
said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, 
but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 
nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my  
covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout 
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to 
your offspring after you. God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, 
you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, 
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and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 22.23–31  
 
Second Reading:  Romans 4:13-25 
 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham 
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no 
law, neither is there violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order 
that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his  
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, 
‘I have made you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into  
existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed 
that he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what 
was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’ He did not weaken 
in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as 
dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning 
the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had  
promised. Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteous-
ness.’ Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for his 
sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death 
for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Reading  Mark 8:31-38 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord  
 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this 
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get  
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
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on human things.’ He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 
them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon   

 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

 

The Peace 
 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has given us access to his grace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

With this bread that we bring 
We shall remember Jesus. 
 

With this wine that we bring 
We shall remember Jesus. 
 

Bread for his body, wine for his blood, 
gifts from God to his table we bring. 
We shall remember Jesus. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer E   

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father,  
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For in these forty days  
you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace and learn to be your people once again. 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others 
into the radiant splendour of your love. 
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast  
with joyful hearts and minds 
we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels for ever praising you and singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of hosts, God of hosts 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he, blessed is he  
Who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,  
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.   

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
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made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  
 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with Mary, the Mother of our Lord,  
and all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  all honour and glory are yours,  
O loving Father, for ever and ever.  
Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (we sit or kneel) 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.    
Amen 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Agnus Dei (sung by the choir) 
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
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Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
 

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace.  
 
The Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
During Communion  
 

Anthem    

 
Prayers after Communion 
 

Almighty God, you see that we have no power of ourselves to help  
ourselves: keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our 
souls; that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen 
to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the 
soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

We pray together 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off  
you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love,   
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ's body, live his risen life;  
we who drink his cup, bring life to others;  
we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
so we and all your children shall be free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
through Christ our Lord.   
Amen.  
 
 
 

Notices  
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Closing hymn  
 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.  
 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
 
The Blessing 
  

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the  Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal          

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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